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turn obstacles into innovation A lesser designer 

than Meichi Peng, of Meichi Peng Design Studio 

in Boston, might have retreated in distress when 

faced with 20J, an awkwardly shaped 1,100-square-

foot one-bedroom unit that backs up to elevators and 

mechanical closets. Peng’s response: “Utilize the 

entire square footage by reconfi guring.” The master 

stroke is a corridor with spectacular city views that 

is now lined with custom fl oor-to-ceiling bookcases, 

and a 90-inch-long desktop surface tucked along 

the opposite windowed wall. Peng even turned the 

condominium into what the W Boston Residences sales 

offi ce now describes as 1-bedroom plus study when she 

transformed a closet into a Murphy-bed alcove. “I like 

simple clean lines,” says Peng. “Less is more.” 

unit 20j | meichi peng

 1 entry
 2 powder room
 3 kitchen/dining area
 4 living room
 5 study/library
 6 sleeping alcove
 7 master bedroom
 8 master bath
 9 walk in closet
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The odd footprint of 20J (facing page, top) originally had the 
entry to the bedroom midway along the long corridor. Meichi 
Peng removed the doorway to create a corridor-cum-study and a 
seating and sleeping alcove where a closet once stood. 
Highlights of Peng’s design (clockwise, from above): The 
master bedroom has a soothing neutral palette; the dining table 
has a glass top in keeping with Peng’s vision of a “translucent” 
space; a striped runner accentuates the long corridor; artwork 
throughout the unit draws on botanical elements; a banquette 
quickly converts to a guest bedroom by removing cushions, and 
pulling on the shelf to reveal the Murphy bed.
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